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Straight, Willard Dickerman (1880-1918) 

Occupation(s):  diplomat - vice-consul general and private secretary to United States  
          Ambassador to Korea; 
        private secretary to United States Minister to Cuba; 
        United States Consul General to Mukden, China 
   statesman - Acting Chief, Division of Far Eastern Affairs, Department of State 
   journalist - correspondent, Reuter's News Agency; 
        correspondent, Associated Press 
   publisher - co-founder with Dorothy, The New Republic magazine
   financier - representative in China, J. P. Morgan and Co.; 
        Kuhn, Loeb and Co., First National Bank, and National City Bank 
   artist
Civic Activism: a founder, Plattsburg Movement (private military training camps, 1915); 
   trustee, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 

Marriage(s): 1911-1918 - Dorothy Payne Whitney (1877-1968)  
    - publisher - co-founder with Willard, The New Republic magazine
     educator - co-founder, with her second husband Leonard Knight Elmhirst 
,            of Dartington School in Devon, England 
     Civic Activism: woman's suffrage 

Listed in Long Island Society Register, 1929:  no 
Address:  Post Road and Wheatley Road, Old Westbury 
Acreage / map sources: on 1914 map (owned by Straight) 
   on 1927 map (owned by Mrs. Elmhirst) 
   71 acres / 1932 map (owned by Straight Improvement Co.) 
   83 acres / 1946 map (owned by Eastern Realty Corp.) 
Name of estate: Elmhurst*
Year of construction: c. 1913 
Style of architecture:  Shingle 
Architect(s): Delano and Aldrich designed the house, and stables (for Straight);  
    later, alterations (for Elmhirst)  
Landscape architect(s): Beatrix Jones Farrand, 1913-1940s (for Straight and Elmhirst);  
    designed the Chinese garden and playhouse with swimming  
    pool, 1913-1918 (for Straight) 
Estate photographs can be found in the Nassau County Museum Collection filed under Old Westbury/Straight. 
House extant:  no; demolished c. 1970 
Historical notes: 

 The house, originally named Elmhurst, was built by Willard Straight. 
 He was the son of Henry H. and Emma Dickerman Straight of Oswego, NY. 
 Dorothy Payne Whitney was the daughter of William Collins and Flora Payne Whitney, who resided in Old Westbury. 
Her brother Harry Payne Whitney also resided in Old Westbury. After the death of her husband, she married Leonard 
Knight Elmhirst.
 *The original name of the Straight estate was Elmhurst. It was changed to Apple Green [Applegreen] after Dorothy 
Whitney Straight's marriage to Leonard Knight Elmhirst. [Jane Brown, Beatrix: The Gardening Life of Beatrix Jones 
Farrand 1872-1959 (New York: Viking Penguin Books, 1995), p. 213.] 
 The Straights' daughter Beatrice won the 1976 Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for her role in the motion 
picture Network.
 In the 1930s their son Michael Whitney Straight became a 
member of the Communist Party. After World War II, while  
he was serving as an unpaid volunteer in the State Department, 
he was approached by a Soviet agent to supply government 
documents. According to Straight, the only documents he gave 
to the Soviets were those he had written on Nazi Germany. He 
later identified Guy Burgess and Anthony  Blunt as Communist 
spies in Great Britain resulting in the notorious British Burgess–
Blunt–Long–Maclean–Philby spy scandal.  
 In 1952, the estate was sold by the family's trust to Joseph  
Gariano, a local developer. Elmhurst, c. 1920 
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Louis  Comfort  Tiffany  Estate,  Laurelton  Hall

power smokestack, 1997 

main house, 1907 

main house and powerhouse smokestack, upper right; 
service buildings, lower left 

remnants of service building tower, 1997 

smoking lounge, c. 1907 




